United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 163

WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2017

No. 160
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The House met at 9 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

————

PRAYER
Reverend Timothy Kesicki, Jesuit
Conference, Washington, DC, offered

the following prayer:

God of all consolation, from whom
human sadness is never hidden, we turn
to You to be our strength this day.

The psalmist proclaims that You are
close to the brokenhearted and that
You save those crushed in spirit.

We pray that You lift the spirit of
our Nation this day, and guide those
who represent and lead Your people.

Help our leaders to find good counsel
and give ear to Your holy words. The
Book of Proverbs teaches us that: ‘“‘For
lack of counsel a nation fails, security
lies with many advisers.”

May all who advise, guide, and help
to direct our government do so with
selfless care. May they put the needs of
others before their own cares and lift
the burden of those who suffer most.

Grant our leaders discerning minds
and hearts, so that ‘““Your will be done”’
today and every day with which You
bless us.

We pray this with great faith and
hope.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule
I, T demand a vote on agreeing to the
Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I object to the vote on the
ground that a quorum is not present
and make the point of order that a
quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from California (Mr. PETERS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. PETERS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

RECOGNIZING PERRY TECHNICAL
INSTITUTE AND TYLER ANDRINGA

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the Perry Technical
Institute for receiving the Accrediting
Commission of Career Schools and Col-
leges’ 2017 School of Excellence Award.

Perry Tech has continually provided
high-quality education and technical
training for students in the Yakima
Valley of central Washington, and this
award is well deserved.

On top of that, I would like to recog-
nize Tyler Andringa, who received the
commission’s 2017 Outstanding Grad-
uate Award. Tyler graduated from

Perry Tech in December 2016 with a
certificate in information technology
and communication systems.

Tyler has cerebral palsy and has
overcome many challenges to obtain
his certificate. He has served as a role
model and a leader among his class-
mates.

Applying the resources and guidance
he received at Perry Tech, Tyler is cur-
rently employed with Continuant, a
telecommunications service provider,
where he is succeeding in advancing his
career goals. His achievements are
commendable, and I wish him the best
in his future endeavors.

Please join me in congratulating
Perry Technical Institute on their
achievements as they continue to pro-
vide excellent education and job train-
ing to equip students just like Tyler
Andringa.

————
TAX REFORM

(Mr. PETERS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PETERS. Mr. Speaker, our tax
system is broken and in desperate need
of reform. We need a simpler Tax Code
that is fiscally responsible, makes
American businesses more competitive,
and allows working families to prosper
in a 21st century economy.

But the Ryan-McConnell tax proposal
would do the opposite and fails on the
promises made by President Trump to
boost the middle class. Middle class
families would see an average tax in-
crease of $1,290 per year. That is a 380
percent increase for an average family
of four.

A new analysis from the nonpartisan
Tax Policy Center said that the Ryan-
McConnell proposal would add $5.6 tril-
lion to the national debt, a 27 percent
increase from the current debt which is
already too high.

Under this proposal, the increased
deficits will far outweigh the benefits
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of reductions, and economic growth
and hardworking Americans will both
suffer.

Instead, we need forward-looking
policies that are fiscally responsible
and create opportunities for families
and businesses in today’s economy.
That will only come from bipartisan
negotiations where we can work to-
gether to create the best possible tax
conditions for Americans.

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL FARM TO
SCHOOL MONTH

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, October is National Farm
to School Month. It is time when we
celebrate food education, school gar-
dens, and Ilunch trays filled with
healthy, local ingredients.

Farm to School brings healthy foods
from local farms to schoolchildren na-
tionwide. The program teaches stu-
dents about the path from farm to fork
and instills healthy eating habits that
can last a lifetime by introducing chil-
dren to real food.

At the same time, use of local
produce in school meals and edu-
cational activities provides a new di-
rect market opportunity for family
farmers in the area and lessens envi-
ronmental impacts of transporting food
long distances.

More than 31 million children eat a
school lunch 5 days a week, 180 days a
year. If school lunch can taste great
and support the local community, ev-
erybody wins. In the early 1990s, there
were merely a few Farm to School pro-
grams, and today there are thousands.

Mr. Speaker, as chairman of the Nu-
trition Subcommittee, it is encour-
aging to see this program grow and our
schoolchildren’s diets improving. A
lifelong love of healthy, locally grown
food from your local farmer is some-
thing we can all support.

————
GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. ADAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, 585, the
number of people murdered and injured
in Las Vegas on Sunday during the
deadliest mass shooting in U.S. his-
tory.

477, the number of days since the pre-
vious deadliest mass shooting in U.S.
history in Orlando.

521, the number of mass shootings
since Orlando.

91, the average number of Americans
killed by gun violence every day.

69, the number of homicides in Char-
lotte in 2017.

Zero, the number of actions taken by
Congress to address the gun violence
epidemic in our country.

When is enough enough? What is it
going to take for Congress to end gun
violence?
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Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
stop wasting time and demand that a
joint select committee be established
to combat gun violence and the bipar-
tisan King-Thompson bill be brought to
the floor for a vote.

It is time that we had the moral
courage to act. Our Nation can’t wait,
and they shouldn’t.

———

RECOGNIZING BRETT RUBIN OF
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in recognition of a brave
young man in Bucks County, Pennsyl-
vania, Brett Rubin.

A resident of Northampton, Brett’s
positive attitude and boundless energy
make him a promising young leader in
our community. This is even more no-
table due to the challenges Brett faces
from type 1 diabetes. Despite these ob-
stacles, Brett has never allowed this
illness to define him or hold him back.

More amazing, Mr. Speaker, is that
Brett has channeled his desire to cure
this illness and to help others.
Partnering with the Juvenile Diabetes
Research Foundation, Brett and his
mother, Sandy, have raised thousands
of dollars to combat type 1 diabetes.
Participating in foundation walks, the
Rubins join a close-knit group of fam-
ily and friends, and they call them-
selves Brett’s Band, which is a fitting
name honoring a teenager who marches
to his own beat and steals the show
wherever he goes.

It is my honor to recognize this ex-
emplary young man. I know Brett’s fu-
ture will be bright and that type 1 dia-
betes will never interfere with his am-
bitions or his aspirations.

———

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR
2018

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NEWHOUSE). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 5563 and rule XVIII, the Chair de-
clares the House in the Committee of
the Whole House on the state of the
Union for the further consideration of
the concurrent resolution, H. Con. Res.
71.

Will the gentleman from Idaho (Mr.
SIMPSON) kindly take the chair.

O 0911
IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union for the
further consideration of the concurrent
resolution (H. Con. Res. 71) estab-
lishing the congressional budget for
the United States Government for fis-
cal year 2018 and setting forth the ap-
propriate budgetary levels for fiscal
years 2019 through 2027, with Mr. SIMP-
SON (Acting Chair) in the chair.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

October 5, 2017

The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-
mittee of the Whole rose on Wednes-
day, October 4, 2017, amendment No. 2
printed in House Report 115-339 offered
by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
ScoTT) had been disposed of.

AMENDMENT NO. 3 IN THE NATURE OF A

SUBSTITUTE OFFERED BY MR. MCCLINTOCK

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 3 printed in
House Report 115-339.

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I
have an amendment at the desk.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute is as follows:

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2018.

(a) DECLARATION.—The Congress deter-
mines and declares that this concurrent res-
olution establishes the budget for fiscal year
2018 and sets forth appropriate budgetary
levels for fiscal years 2019 through 2027.

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this concurrent resolution is as fol-
lows:

Sec. 1. Concurrent resolution on the budget
for fiscal year 2018.
TITLE I—-RECOMMENDED LEVELS AND
AMOUNTS
Sec. 101. Recommended levels and amounts.
Sec. 102. Major functional categories.
TITLE II—RECONCILIATION
Sec. 201. Reconciliation in the house of rep-
resentatives.

TITLE III—BUDGET ENFORCEMENT

Subtitle A—Budget Enforcement in the
House of Representatives

Sec. 301. Point of order against increasing
long-term direct spending.

Allocation for Overseas Contin-
gency Operations/Global War on
Terrorism.

Limitation on changes in certain
mandatory programs.

GAO report.

Estimates of debt service costs.

Fair-value credit estimates.

Estimates of major direct spending
legislation.

Estimates of macroeconomic ef-
fects of major legislation.

Adjustments for improved control
of budgetary resources.

Limitation on advance appropria-
tions.

Scoring rule for Energy Savings
Performance Contracts.

Estimates of land conveyances.

Limitation on transfers from the
general fund of the Treasury to
the Highway Trust Fund.

Prohibition on the use of guarantee
fees as an offset.

Prohibition on use of Federal Re-
serve surpluses as an offset.

Subtitle B—Other Provisions

321. Budgetary treatment of adminis-
trative expenses.

Application and effect of changes
in allocations and aggregates.

Adjustments to reflect changes in
concepts and definitions.

Adjustments to reflect updated
budgetary estimates.

Adjustment for certain emergency
designations.

326. Exercise of rulemaking powers.

TITLE IV—RESERVE FUNDS

401. Reserve fund for the repeal of the
2010 health care laws.

Sec. 302.

Sec. 303.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

304.
305.
306.
307.

Sec. 308.

Sec. 309.

Sec. 310.

Sec. 311.

312.
313.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 314.

Sec. 315.

Sec.
Sec. 322.
Sec. 323.
Sec. 324.
Sec. 325.
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